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some of them spent all their substance in sacrifices,
and others declared every sacrifice a deception and
a snare ? How could books containing opinions
mutually destructive be held as sacred in their en-
tirety, revealed, in the strictest sense of the word, nay,
as beyond the reach of any other test of truth ?

Yet so it was thousands of years ago, and, in spite
of all the changes that have intervened, so it is still,
wherever the old Vedic religion is maintained. The
fact is there; all we have to do is to try to under-
stand it, and perhaps to derive a lesson from it.

The four castes.

Before the ancient language and literature of India
had been made accessible to European scholarship, it
was the fashion to represent the Brahmans as a set of
priests jealously guarding the treasures of their sacred
wisdom from the members of all the other castes, and
thus maintaining their ascendancy over an ignorant
people. It requires but the slightest acquaintance
with Sanskrit literature to see the utter groundless-
ness of such a charge. One caste only, the fiudras,
were prohibited from knowing the Veda. With the
other castes, the military and civil classes, a know-
ledge of the Veda, so far from being prohibited, was a
sacred duty. All had to learn the Veda, the only
privilege of the Brahmans was that they alone were
allowed to teach it.

It was not even the intention of the Brahmans that
only the traditional forms of faith and the purely
ritual observances should be communicated to the
lower castes, and a kind of esoteric religion, that of